I So        THe Science of Happiness

their parents, also constitute the power of the
State. Many nations have perished through the
diminution of the birth-rate. The active competi-
tion of modern governments, and especially their
exaggerated militarism, render this problem more
serious than ever to all peoples concerned for the
future. Yet it has been noted that the birth-rate
is in inverse proportion to culture. Within the
frontiers of a country, the most ignorant 'and the
poorest inhabitants, especially those who are
affected by alcohol, multiply most rapidly. The
intellectual citizens, on the other hand, have few
children. These are undoubtedly carefully ob-
served facts, but they are not inevitable laws.
Science has not proved that intellectual, sober, or
provident persons possess an inferior reproductive
power. On the other hand, when we consider the
reproductive force of man, who could give life to
ten thousand individuals, while he is asked to offer
the community only three or four, we perceive that
the diminution of the birth-rate is intentional. A
normal woman can give birth to from twelve to
fifteen children without impairing her health. We
should not forget, moreover, that "the sane and
normal energy of women aspires to people the
earth," according to the picturesque statement of
Ellen Key. Then what is the cause or what are the